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THEME COMES T0 ARTSGAPE
BY ANDREA BLACKSTONE

Artscape, the 42nd edition of one of the nation's largest free arts festivals on the East Coast will be a bigger, bolder celebration of arts and
culture over Memorial Day weekend, from May 23-24, 2026. The free experience will be held in downtown Baltimore around the War Memorial
Plaza and surrounding areas, while allowing diverse attendees to dream bigger and bolder.

Tia Goodson, Chief Marketing & Programs Officer at Create Baltimore, the designated arts council for the City of Baltimore, which is known for
co-producing Artscape with the city, explained that Dreamscape originated with her Create Baltimore colleague, Chief of Staff Jonathan
Gilmore.

Dreamscape
When faced with the question of whether a theme would be chosen this year, Goodson considered the festival's previous years, since she had
been involved when there was no theme.

“Artscape [s the theme, right? Artscape has its own vibe—it's guirky. We color outside the lines, but the more and more we started building out
the programming.., Dreamscape and this idea of dreaming kept circling about,” said Goodson.

"Jonathan Gilmore submitted an idea entitled ‘Dreams in Real Life’ and | was simultaneously playing on the idea of different 'scapes for merch
(escape, landscape, nightscape, dreamscape). My designer used Dreamscape in some sample merch, and it stuck. We started digging Into
| the color palette and so on. Once | saw Jonathan's idea and we shared our thoughts, we knew it had to be what we centered on for Artscape
this year,” Goodson added.

Goodson further explained that an effort was made to lean back into more art after hearing from the community.

"Each year we try to answer that call, and so you will see more opportunities to interact with art, become the art, play with the art,” she added.
Dayscape and Nightscape scenaes have been integrated into stage banners, graphics, signage, activations, and photo moments.

'The idea of Dreamscape is integrated throughout the entire festival, so even down to how we categorize our films and our Beyond Reel Series.
You'll see elements of Dreamscape dreaming, being awake, being asleep,” Goodson said.

Bryan Robinson (a Baltimore-based artist known as “Black Genius™), Artscape’s brand ambassador from last year, returns while delivering the

appearance of a Twilight Zone promotional social media episode where he explains the theme of Dreamscape. He encourages people to
dream, placing artists at the center of how we dream and how we realize them {https:fffwww.fc:cebook.ccmjreel)14821]43603]2213!.

ARTSCAPE 2026: Dreaming Bigger and Bolder
Tl Goodson Daydreaming Should Not Be a Luxury

Photo credit: Stuart Ruston Goodson noted that she thinks Artscape offers an escape and a chance for attendees to take o break and disconnect from anything that

does not bring joy.

“Like | said before, some people feel like dreaming is a luxury. Like, | don't have time. | can't sit still. | can't take a breath,” she said. “And it
shouldn't be. Artscape can be that for you, and we encourage you to come out and spend some time with us and just remember all of the
good things,” she explained.

Artscape Offers Something for Everyone

' Kidscape, a dedicated section of Artscape, appeals to children. Goodson reminded that there's something for everyone of all ages at
Artscape, regardless of background, the type of music you like, or what you think art Is.
‘ “We try to push those boundaries every year so that Artscape is the most inclusive festival that you can attend,” she added. "Art is for

everyone,”

T‘HE m YMSY Iﬁug A sampling of Artscape offerings Includes The Scout Art Fair. It features work from emerging and established regional artists, priced between
3150 and $5,000. The Flavor Lab, a culinary experience, celebrates Baltimore's food culture. An artisan market, a juried exhibition and
marketplace, and the 2Ist edition of the Janet & Walter Sondheim Art Prize will be underway, according to programming details
(htt rtscape.org/programming).

Goodson noted that the Artscape Festival runs from Saturday, May 23, to Sunday, May 24, from 11 to 9 p.m. However, Artscape After Dark
(https:/ /www.artscape.org/programming/after-dark) provides late-night experiences and performances from @ pm. -12 a.m. Prefestival
activities will also be held.

The Lineup and Artists
Listed headliners include the award-winning band, The Roots, and award-winning singer, Stephanie Mills.

“We not only try to provide great entertainment for the people attending, but we try to provide artists, and not just from this area, but
oftentimes we're elevating our local artists, a platform to express themselves in within the most genuine way and the ways in which they want
to, so it's mutually impactful every at every turn,” Goodson stated.

Ahead of Artscape festivities in Baltimore on Memorial Day weekend, stay up to date by visiting www.artscape.org to find schedules and event
details. Follow https:/{www.instagram.com/artscapebmore on Instagram.
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INSERIES

OPERA that speaks. THEATER that sings.
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